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SUBJ: CCD: WESTERN GROUP MEETING, AUGUST 24, 1977 

1 . SUMMARY: DURING AUGUST 24 MEETING OF CCD WESTERN GROUP, 

REPS DISCUSSED CCD TACTICAL SITUATION ON THE QUESTION OF 
CREATING A WORKING GROUP TO DRAFT A COMPREHENSIVE NEGOTIATING 
PROGRAM (CNP) OF ARMS CONTROL MEASURES, US-SOVIET BILATERAL 
TALKS ON CHEMICAL WEAPONS (CW), AND PLANS FOR CCD INFORMAL 
MEETING WITH EXPERTS ON CW. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN AUGUST 24 MEETING OF CCD WESTERN GROUP (CANADA, 

FRG, ITALY, JAPAN, NETHERLANDS, UK, US), US REP (FISHER) 

REPORTED THAT AT MID- AFTERNOON AUGUST 23 SOVIET REP SEEMED 
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READY TO AGREE TO FRG PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH CCD WORKING 
GROUP TO DRAFT A CNP, BUT THAT AT AN EVENING SOCIAL EVENT 
SOVIET REP HAD ASKED WHETHER HUNGARIAN APPROACH COULD NOT BE 
FOLLOWED - NAMELY, FOR CCD TO TAKE A DECISION AGREEING 
"TO CONSIDER" THE QUESTION OF ESTABLISHING A CNP WORKING 
GROUP AT THE BEGINNING OF ITS SPRING SESSION. US REP 
RESPONDED THAT THE ORIGINAL FRG PROPOSAL SHOULD BE MAINTAINED. 
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HE STATED THAT THE NONALIGNED DELS WOULD BE VERY UNLIKELY 
TO BE SATISFIED WITH THE HUNGARIAN FORMULATION. 

3. TURNING TO US-SOVIET TALKS ON CHEMICAL WEAPONS (CW). 

US EXPERT (MIKULAK) STATED THAT WITH REGARD TO THE SCOPE 
OF A CW BAN THERE SEEMS TO BE FAIRLY CLOSE AGREEMENT ON THE 
BASIC POINTS. BUT THERE ARE STILL QUESTIONS UNDER DISCUSSION 
RELATING TO IRRITANTS AND PRECURSORS. ACCORDING TO THE 
SOVIET VIEW. SINGLE-PURPOSE PRECURSORS (CHEMICALS WHICH ARE 
USED TO PRODUCE CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENTS AND WHICH HAVE NO 
SIGNIFICANT COMMERCIAL USES) WOULD BE PROHIBITED IF THEY 
PERTAINED TO BINARY CW AGENTS BUT WOULD NOT BE PROHIBITED 
IF THEY WERE PRECURSORS OF STANDARD CW AGENTS. 

4. ON STOCKPILE DESTRUCTION, US EXPERT STATED, THE US HAD 
MADE A PRESENTATION ON WHY THE US BELIEVES IT WILL TAKE 
EIGHT YEARS TO ACHIEVE THE TASK, RELATING TO THE NEED TO 
CONSTRUCT NEW FACILITIES, OBTAIN REQUIRED PERMITS FROM VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, AND APPLY NEW TECHNOLOGICAL METHODS 
NOT BEFORE USED ON A WIDE SCALE. THE SOVIET SIDE HAD THANKED 
THE US DEL FOR ITS PRESENTATION. US EXPERT INDICATED, 

BUT HAD NOT MADE ANY SUBSTANTIVE COMMENTS. AS FOR SOVIET 
VIEWS ON STOCKPILE DESTRUCTION, THERE HAD BEEN NO ELABORATION; 
THE SOVIET SIDE HAD MERELY REFERRED TO ITS WORKING PAPER 
(CCD/539). 
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5. ON VERIFICATION IN GENERAL, US EXPERT REPORTED, SOVIET 
POSITION REMAINS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED, WITH SOVIET SIDE 
MAINTAINING THAT NATIONAL MEANS OF CONTROL ALONG WITH 
"CERTAIN INTERNATIONAL PROCEDURES" AMOUNTING TO A CONSULTATIVE 
MECHANISM, WILL BE SUFFICIENT. HOWEVER, US EXPERT STATED, 

SOVIETS HAD MADE A VAGUE REFERENCE TO VOLUNTARY ON-SITE 
INSPECTION, SIMILAR TO THE IDEA WHICH THE SOVIETS HAD PUT 
FORWARD AT THE 3 1ST UNGA IN RELATION TO A COMPREHENSIVE 

TEST BAN (CTB) TREATY; THE EXACT PHRASE THEY HAD USED WAS 
"ON-SITE EXAMINATION OF THE STATE OF AFFAIRS." ON THE OTHER 
HAND, US EXPERT INDICATED, SOVIETS HAD MADE REPEATED REFERENCES 
TO THE GENERAL UNDESIRABILITY OF ON-SITE INSPECTION ON THE 
GROUNDS OF THE NEED TO PRESERVE TRADE SECRETS. 

6. SOVIETS DID DISCUSS THE NEED FOR A CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
OF PARTIES, US EXPERT STATED, BUT NOT IN ANY GREAT DEPTH. 

IN CONTRAST, US REP REMARKED, SOVIETS HAD GIVEN VERY DETAILED 
PRESENTATION ON THE NATIONAL CONTROL COMMITTEE WHICH EACH 
STATE PARTY WOULD MAINTAIN, SPECIFYING THAT IT SHOULD BE 
COMPOSED OF JURIST, DOCTORS, AND SO ON. NETHERLANDS REP 
(MEERBURG) OBSERVED THAT THIS LATTER TYPE OF INFORMATION 
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WAS NOT NEW, SINCE THE SOVIETS HAD GIVEN A DETAILED 
EXPOSITION OF THEIR VIEWS ON NATIONAL CONTROL COMMITTEES 
SEVERAL YEARS AGO IN CCD. 

7. FRG EXPERT (HOFFMANN) DESCRIBED PUGWASH CHEMICAL WORKSHOP 
HELD DURING WEEK OF AUGUST 15 THROUGH 19 IN COLONGE, SAYING 
THAT A LARGE GERMAN CHEMICAL COMPANY (BAYER A.G.) HAD HOSTED 
THE GROUP IN A VISIT TO ONE OF ITS FACTORIES, AND THAT THE 
PUGWASH GROUP HAD BEEN PLEASED TO LEARN THAT THE CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY WOULD NOT BE OPPOSED TO ON-SITE INSPECTION IF DONE 
IN A REASONABLE WAY, TARGETING KEY COMPOUNDS USED FOR THE 
PRODUCTION OF CW AGENTS. THE WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU) 
ALRADY INSPECTS CHEMICAL PLANTS, THE FRG EXPERT STATED, 

AND COMPANIES WISHING TO SELL IN THE US MARKET ALSO PERMIT 
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INSPECTION BY THE US FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION; IN NEITHER 
CASE ARE SUCH INSPECTIONS REGARDED AS INTRUSIVE. TWO KEY 
QUESTIONS HAD ALSO BEEN ANSWERED, FRG EXPERT REPORTED, DURING 
THE COURSE OF THE PUGWASH WORKSHOP: (A) IS THERE A TECHNICAL 
POSSIBILITY, NO MATTER HOW REMOTE, OF PRODUCING CW AGENTS 
IN A NORMAL INSECTICIDE PLANT?; AND (B) WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE 
TO CONVERT A CHEMICAL FACTORY TO PRODUCTION OF CW AGENTS 
WITHOUT ATTRACTING PUBLIC ATTENTION? IN BOTH CASES, FRG 
EXPERT STATED, THE ANSWER HAD BEEN NO. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

FRG EXPERT INDICATED, IT HAD BEEN DEMONSTRATED THAT AN 
ORGANOPHOSPHOROUS ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM WOULD NOT WORK; 

IN THIS SINGLE FACTORY OF ONE COMPANY OVER ONE THOUSAND 
SUCH ITEMS WERE BEING PRODUCED, AND IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE 
TO CONTROL SO MANY. 

8. NETHERLANDS EXPERT (OOMS) AGREED WITH HIS FRG 
COLLEAGUE, SAYING HOWEVER THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF ONLY 
CONTROLLING SINGLE-PURPOSE PRECURSORS HAD ALSO BEEN DISCUSSED; 
THIS WULD INVOLVE BETWEEN TEN AND TWENTY COMPOUNDS, AND AN 
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM WITH RESPECT TO THIS NUMBER COULD BE 
ESTABLISHED. NETHERLANDS EXPERT NOTED THAT WHEN THE PUGWASH 
CONCLUSIONS HAD BEEN REACHED THE CZECH PARTICIPANTS HAD 
SEEMED EXTREMELY UNHAPPY, SINCE MUCH OF EASTERN BLOC REASONING 
WITH RESPECT TO ON-SITE INSPECTION HAS BEEN BASED ON THE NEED 

OF CHEMICAL COMPANIES TO PROTECT INDUSTRIAL SECRETS. 

9. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM NETHERLANDS REP (MEERBURG), 

FRG EXPERT STATED THAT THE PUGWASH WORKSHOP HAD SHOWN HOW IT 
WOULD ALWAYS BE EASY TO SEE WHETHER OR NOT PRODUCTION OF CW 
AGENTS WAS GOING ON IN A FACTORY BECAUSE OF INTERNAL SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS RELATING TO THE TOXICITY OF THE PRODUCT. TOXIC 
WASTE EFFLUENTS, FRG EXPERT SAID, COULD BE REDUCED, AND BECAUSE 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS PROBABLY WOULD BE REDUCED. 
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ON THE OTHER HAND, AS LONG AS FACTORY WORKERS ARE NOT WEARING 
GAS MASKS OR OTHER PROTECTIVE DEVICES, OR AS LONG AS CHEMICALS 
ARE BING MIXED IN OPEN VESSELS, ONE CAN BE VERY SURE THAT 
NO HIGHLY TOXIC COMPOUNDS ARE BEING MANUFACTURED. 

10. BOTH US REP AND US EXPERT COMMENTED ON THE DESIRABILITY 
OF INCLUDING SUCH REMARKS AS THOSE GIVEN BY THE FRG AND 
NETHERLANDS EXPERTS IN PRESENTATIONS MADE IN CCD'S INFORMAL 
MEETINGS. SINCE FRG WAS THE HOST FOR THE PUGWASH WORKSHOP, 
NETHERLANDS EXPERT DEFERRED TO FRG EXPERT. FRG REP 
(SCHLAICH) INDICATED THAT HE IS PLANNING TO GIVE A 
STATEMENT IN CCD PLENARY ON AUGUST 25, FOCUSING ON CW 
VERIFICATION, IN WHICH MANY OF THE SAME GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 
WOULD BE STATED AS AFFIRMATIONS. 
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11. NEXT MEETING OF CCD WESTERN GROUP WAS SCHEDULED FOR 
11:00 A.M., MONDAY, AUGUST 29.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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